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By John Prescott

“Be prepared to discuss chap-
ter one of Rossiter. If you have
not gone over your 'reference
material I suggest you do s0.”

Dr. Richard Marvel’s opening
phrases to his 1:30 political
gcience class were probably the
strangest prelude to any speech
here-to-fore given by presiden-
tial hopeful George Wallace.

. On - Monday, the first pro-
testors took - their places two
hours hefore Wallace arrived.

Most of the area media had
!ep}‘mntntwen on _campus - by
1 p.m. -Several Omaha Police
cruisers were parked by the
Engg. Bldg.,, and cars were
cleared from the area.where
Wallace's motorcade' was (o
pazk

-By 1:30 p.m., 500 people had
sat.hered in the parking lot to
observe, protest, or per{orm in
the line of duty,:

- Meanwhile, in Engg 259,
class was being called to order,
""Disciission in the first 18 min-
utes of class concerned the eight
possible conténders for the pres-
idency,

At twelve minutes to two,
noise outside the window and a
yoar -from the crowd let the
c]asé know that George Wallace

as at OU. e

“The crowd_ was in a carmvnI
mood. The vast majority of
students and others had come
out of curiosity, judging from
the smiling faces and humor~
ous-saterieal signs.

Surrounded by a half-dozen
burly guards, Wallace got out
of the car and was quickly es-
corted inside. Not quickly
enough, however, to avoid the
dozen or so students who thrust
picket signs at him and booed
ad.he disappeared through the

.iw_'ut_h door.

Many of the erowd followed
Wallace to the second floor.
They could not gain entrance
to the class which contained

“only those enrolled and about

ten guests of Dre. Marvel,

do-intellectuals, those who
march on the pentagon and
make speeches on college cam-
puses advocating a communist
vietory in Vietnam.”

“The Psuedo-intellectual says
choice is ‘good if you choose.
correctly. He says we must dis-
obey bad laws and. obey good
ones, I say that's anarchy’.- .

At this point the chanting and
stomping reached a- high level
of - éoordination, “Ungowsah . .
Black -Power” -echoed in' the
room.

“If" I pet to be pxemdent."
said the ever-cool Ws],lace pomt-
ing a finger at the deor, “and
one of these anarchlsts “lays
down in front.of my cax, it
will ‘be ~the last- one. he lays
under.” App!ause from ; the
class.

Whnt, about rnclsm"

Wallace stated that 87%% of
the Negro votersiin Selma,Ala-
bama went for'Wallace in’ the
1966 Guvernor 's race,

Wallav_.:e said, “We've had more
mixii’ and minglin’ in Alabama
than in the rest of the Coun-

“Two Negro families live on
the same block as the Gover-
nor's Mansion,” ~

What about Viet Nam?.

“France says we're in an im-
moral war, but it sure wasn't
immoral ‘when we fought the
Germans over there.”

“We're not going o carry
your load alone,”

“We ought to have some eye-
ball te eyeball talks,” said Wal-
lace, “You're going to help ug or
begin paying some World War
I debts.” Applause,

He summed .i.lp Vietnam by
saying “We are there, we have
to come out honorably.”

*andlda te Wallace At OU

. ‘Meanwhile, the crowd in the
hall had thinned conaiderably.
Most had- gone outside to the
proposed Wallace departnre
point.

.Inside, -Wal]m:e was mak'mg
hig clusmg remarks,

“In’ my. judgment I will eap-
ture - more Omaha. Democrats
than Republicans, bu"t t.hnt's on-
ly a guess,”

- He concluded “. .. get rid ot
some of these brief-case totin’
bureaucrats, . throw some of.
thase-brief eases in the Potqmac
River.” Applause.

- The- erowd waited outside the
south “door, but inside ‘a deci-
sion had been made to ‘sneak
Wallace out the back. .

But as: the® Wallace party
emerged, the sneak play was
diseovered and the erowd ran
at the 1968 Ford confmnmg the
candidate,

+One . group |formed a Iu:lman
chinin to:bleck the. drive. Police
began trying to buak a hole in
the crowd.

Eventually a Wallace man sat
on one of the Ford's fenders and
an Omaha policeman took the
other. They then were able to
make a path.

A half-dozen. people began
benting on the Ford's rear deck.
Bul by that time it was all
théy could ‘do. The path was
decently clear and the car dis-
appeared . . . somewhat ex-
ceeding OUs 16 MPH speed
limit,

It took no more than ten
minutes for the crowd to dis-
perse. Some trickled back to the
OUampi Room, and a good
many went back to Creighton,
or iust went.

The speaker talked for 25
minutes, Dr, Marvel's 1:30 Polit-
ical seience class broke fure
minutes early.
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